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www.AAF.org
JOIN.ÊBELONG.ÊREINVENT.

AAFÊisÊ40,000+ÊmembersÊstrong.ÊWhichÊ
meansÊsomebodyÊalwaysÊknowsÊsomebodyÊ
whoÊknowsÊsomebody.ÊComforting,Êindeed,Ê
whenÊyouÕreÊlookingÊforÊanythingÊfromÊaÊjobÊ
toÊnewÊbusiness.

2 Night Package
to Charleston, SC

$89 *

Book Now! Limited Offer!
Includes Dinner for 2 or 2 Tour/Attraction Tickets

1-800-692-1587
www.CharlestonTravelAgency.com

*Call for details
This is not a timeshare or 

land sale promotion

Her father wanted her to become an accountant; really he
wanted her get married and have lots of babies but if  she
was going to be educated it should be in something that
would always give her a job; like accounting! Gina
Trimarco, on the other hand, wanted to grow up and be
an actress. As a good daughter of Italian and German
parents, she went to college and took accounting. It just
didnÕt lend itself, however, to being creative!
At the suggestion of a friend, she took an Improv class

at Second City in Chicago, IL. It was enough to cause her
to change her major to journalism with an emphasis in
communications media (radio, tv and film). Considered
Òtoo ethnicÓ to be in front of the cameras, Gina realized
that what she really enjoyed was the behind scenes activi-
ties Ð writing, producing and direction. By the Òrip e ole
age of 25Ó Gina had her own business producing com-
mercials and other free-lance media work. Marketing
became her career; Improv a hobby.
Recruited to manage Imax Theatre at Navy Pier, Gina

turned it into the top Imax in the country. She also
learned Òreal-lifeÓ accounting and financial analysis. Not
only did she hone her marketing, sales and PR skills, she
also learned how to manage people, and customer ser-
vice. A lateral move brought her and her fiancŽe to
Myrtle Beach to be the General Manager of Imax at
Broadway at the Beach. It was brutal. Her work ethic,

Woman In Focus:
Carolina Improv's, Gina Trimarco

By Peggy New
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Call now your new home awaits....
Swansgate Apartments

1050, 10th Avenue North, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
Tel: (843) 946-6226   Fax: (843) 946-7023

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Luxury Apartments 
Designed for Independent Senior Living...

In the heart of sunny Myrtle Beach, 
Swansgate Apartment Homes are conveniently 
located to area shopping, medical centers, 

transportation, community park 
& ONLY THREE BLOCKS TO OCEAN!!!

Features

Floor-Plans & Prices 
¥ 1BD/BA

Starting at only $446.00
¥ 2BD/BA

Starting at only $534.00

¥ Newly Constructed
¥ Laundry Rooms On-Site
¥ Dishwasher, Microwave,   
Garbage Disposal and 
Icemaker in most Units

¥ Central Heat & Air
¥ All Electric  

¥ Cable Available
¥ On Site Management 
¥ Large Community Rooms
¥ Controlled Access Building
¥ Activities!!! Activities!!! 
¥ Handicap Accessible
¥ Spacious Floor-Plans

Equal Housing
Opportunity

MFRÊrebateÊofferÊvalidÊforÊpurchasesÊmadeÊ2/1/10ÊÐÊ4/15/10.ÊLimitationsÊandÊrestrictionsÊapply.ÊAskÊforÊdetails.
Ê*ÊForÊtaxÊcreditÊdetailsÊandÊrestrictionsÊandÊaÊlistÊofÊqualifyingÊproducts,ÊaskÊaÊsalespersonÊorÊcheckÊoutÊtheÊManufacturerÕsÊ

CertiÞcationÊStatementÊandÊFAQsÊatÊhunterdouglas.com/taxcredit.ÊHunterÊDouglasÊandÊitsÊdealersÊareÊnotÊtaxÊadvisors.
ConsultÊaÊtaxÊprofessionalÊregardingÊyourÊindividualÊtaxÊsituationÊandÊabilityÊtoÊclaimÊaÊtaxÊcreditÊrelatedÊtoÊtheÊpurchaseÊ
ofÊqualifyingÊDuette¨ ÊhoneycombÊshadesÊwith Architella¨ Êfabric.
©2010ÊHunterÊDouglas.Ê¨ÊRegisteredÊtrademarkÊofÊHunterÊDouglas.

Plus, receiveÊaÊfederalÊenergyÊ
taxÊcreditÊupÊtoÊ$1500* onÊ

qualifyingÊstylesÊinstalledÊnowÊ
throughÊDecemberÊ31, 2010.onÊDuette¨ ÊArchitelläÊHoneycombÊShades

with mail-inÊrebate

SAVE $25i
per
unit

ENERGY
EFFICIENT
WINDOW

FASHIONSsale
NowÊthroughÊAprilÊ15

THE

Call for an appointment today!

(843) 280-6877
9 EASTHWY90 LITTLERIVER

(Next to the Kangaroo at Nixon's
Crossroad)   Blinds ¥ Verticals ¥ Shades

We are the Factory 

modeled and instilled in her by her father and moth er,
brought her to the very edge of burn-out. She began to
look for an Improv class to Òreadjust her attitude.Ó The
area, however, did not have such a class and she traveled
to Carrboro, NC to the DSI Comedy Theater for a much
needed week of Ògetting out of her head and onto her
feet.Ó It also encouraged her to evaluate and remember
where and when she was the happiest.
The Carolina Improv Company was born! Gina is the

Òfounder, facilitator and executive producer of entertain-
ing training.Ó Work is no longer a job, but a passion that
energizes her and brings all her skills, talents and abilities
together. Since those first months beginning in Nov ember
2008, of moving from venue to venue, searching for a
Òhome,Ó Carolina Improv has now taken residency at a
new performance venue called UPTOWN, located at the
Myrtle Beach (formerly Colonial) Mall. Seating betwee n 50
and 70 with a mere 8Ó high stage the Improv performers
have the means to create audience-interactive comedy
shows that have the intimacy and synergy of a Chicago
club.
Why Improv? As Gina and other members of the team

say, Òwe donÕt teach funny, but funny often happens!Ó
Anyone can learn to improvise (although some do have a
gift!). Practicing improvisation can help expand and
change you both personally and professionally. It h elps in
problem solving and thinking on your feet Ð all ski lls
needed in both life and work. Gina relates that it is those
ÒAH HAÓ moments that encourage and affirm her belief
in what Improv offers. There was the young girl who tried
out for cheerleading because of her experience at a Kids
Improv & Acting Workshop. Or the woman who became
ÒaddictedÓ to improv after seeing just one show as she
realized she could do this!
Gina offers training to groups and organizations th at

need team building, customer service and sales training.
By taking some of the basics of Improv she helps individu-
als improve their confidence, eliminate their fear of public
speaking, improve presentation and sales skills, and
relieve stress and have FUN! Improv asks the question
ÒYes and?Ó It also is storytelling Ð who, what, where Ð
becomes the foundation of a story. Life, whether we
acknowledge it or not, is risky; by practicing Improv we
can learn to embrace those risks! 
How does one find Improv classes or UPTOWN? GinaÕs

younger brother is a professional bartender at OÕHare
Airport in Chicago. He has a stack of Carolina Improv
business cards on the bar and anyone traveling to Myrtle
Beach is encouraged to stop in! Gina is also active on
Twitter and Facebook. For locals, she makes sure that all
events are listed on community calendars and websites.
You can go to www .carolinaimpr ov.com or visit
www .UptownMB.com or call 843-597-6393 for more infor-
mation on upcoming classes (for all ages) and shows (for
all ages). Need a laugh? Cheap therapy? Stress-reliever?
Improv Your Life É and youÕll laugh more!


